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Durban - A day before the official handing over of the NGO Forum declaration to the World Conference Against Racism (WCAR) for inclusion in the final conference declaration, 36 non-governmental organisations (NGOs) from Eastern and Central Europe on Monday said they did not support the document.


	The document, which was only finalised on Monday morning, two days after the official closing ceremony of the NGO Forum in Durban on Saturday, would be handed to the WCAR, together with the Youth Declaration, for inclusion in the final plan of action.


	On Monday morning 36 NGOs from 19 countries in eastern and central Europe and the former Soviet Union said they did not support the document.


	‘First and foremost, we declare that the process of compilation and adoption of the NGO Forum Declaration and Programme of Action was neither transparent not democratic and permeated with procedural violations,’ Eastern and Central Europe NGO Caucus chairperson Yuri Dzhibladze said.


	However, he was prevented from continuing reading his statement by the members of the panel leading an NGO briefing session.


	The statement was later made available to the media.


	‘We believe that a result of this flawed process, the contents for the documents include unacceptable concepts and language. We are particularly concerned with certain ideas included in the chapters on Globalisation, Palestine, and Reparations,’ Dzhibladze said in the statement.


	‘We must emphasise that the language of the chapter on Palestine as well as the deliberate distortions made to the chapter on Anti-Semitism is extremely intolerant, disrespectful and contrary to the very spirit of the WCAR...’


	The caucus added that on top of all the troubles of the NGO Forum, the delegates had to listen for almost two hours to a speech by Cuban leader Fidel Castro at the closing ceremony.


	‘We are offended by the fact that one of the worst dictators in the contemporary world, particularly notorious for gross violations of human rights, was invited to address this world gathering of non-governmental organisations.


	Why not invite Saddam Hussein?


	‘Listening to Fidel speak, we only had to wonder why the organisers had failed to invite Alexander Lukashenko, Turkmenbashi, Saddam Hussein or a representative from the Taliban regime,’ Dzhibladze said.


	Saturday’s closing ceremony of the NGO Forum started late, and ended late. Deputy President Jacob Zuma had to wait patiently for Castro to finish speaking.


	Apart from that, delays in translating the NGO Declaration into Spanish and French resulted in the document not being ready for the closing ceremony.


	At a meeting on Sunday of all the NGO caucuses, Jewish and Christian NGO groups walked out when it became clear that paragraphs condemning Israel for genocide against the Palestinians would be adopted. International human rights body Human Rights Watch also rejected the declaration, saying it could not accept words such as ‘genocide’ or the equating of Zionism with racism.


	During the briefing session on Monday NGO delegates were informed that the declaration had finally been completed and would be available in the three official languages of the conference by Monday evening.


	NGO caucus heads then demanded that they see the document before it is made public.


	The chairperson of the drafting committee said caucuses had already had a chance to look at the document and there was simply not enough time to do it again as the declaration was to be handed over to the WCAR on Tuesday.


	Speaking from the floor, another delegate called on the forum to unite behind the document, despite the fact that they did not all agree on it.


	‘The governments don’t want to hear from us. Lets try to unite behind the document. That is all we can do. The real power is across the road [at the International Convention Centre],’ he said.
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