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The regular triennial Conference of Foreign Ministers of the Non-Aligned Movement was held in Cartagena, 8-9 April, followed immediately by the first-ever South Summit of the Group of 77 in Havana, 10-14 April 2000. Only 98 of the 115 member countries of the NAM were represented in Cartagena, making it the smallest meeting for some years. Those missing were Uzbekistan, nine micro-states, six other small countries and Yugoslavia, whose membership was suspended. There was also relatively low attendance at the South Summit. Less than half the 133 members were represented by their heads of state or government. It was notable that the Chinese were treated as a full member of the G77 and Vice-Premier Li Lanqing led their delegation.


	The NAM ministers saw the international situation as a mixture of political threats and economic opportunities, provided that globalisation could be harnessed for all rather than leaving the developing countries marginalised. The traditional emphasis on nuclear disarmament and strengthening the United Nations was joined by a more immediate concern about the destabilising effects of the proliferation in small arms. Another priority was to maintain the independence of the International Criminal Court and extend its mandate, as soon as possible, to cover the crime of aggression


	In most current conflicts, notably the civil wars in Sierra Leone and in the Congo Democratic Republic and the border war between Ethiopia and Eritrea, there was neutral support for mediation and UN peace-keeping. The majority took a balanced approach to continuing tensions between the Iraqis and the Kuwaitis. However, in some conflicts the Movement was more partisan. Despite the control by the Taliban over most of Afghanistan, the previous government was still represented at Cartagena and the NAM insisted “there is no military solution to the Afghan conflict”. Action in the UN was endorsed to support the Angolan government and to “send a clear sign to Mr Savimbi that he is isolated”. Similarly, the status quo in Cyprus was considered unacceptable, “primarily due to Turkish intransigence”.


	The NAM attributed the breakdown of the Seattle WTO Conference to developing country resistance to secretive negotiations, which ignored their interests. They affirmed that “non-trade issues, such as social and environmental issues, should not be introduced in the agenda of the WTO”. The priority for the next round of negotiations was to enhance developing country integration in the trading system. On the other hand, international financial instability was seen as adversely affecting development and there was a call to regulate speculative activities, particularly through hedge funds.


	Reports to the Foreign Ministers showed the NAM to be a strong and effective caucus in the United Nations, through the Co-ordinating Bureau on questions such as the Middle East, Kosovo and the Lockerbie trial and through Working Groups on disarmament, peace-keeping, human rights, legal questions and Palestine. A relatively new forum, the NAM Troika of Colombia, South Africa and Bangladesh (the past, current and future countries holding the Chair) became more important, particularly for relating to other regional groups. 


	The South Summit produced a “Havana Programme of Action” with five sections. The first did little more than establish very general principles for responding to globalisation. The second asserted the importance of “Knowledge and Technology”, with a vague set of utopian aspirations that was of little relevance to more than a few of the largest countries. The section on South-South co-operation did propose some limited practical measures: to review the possibility of negotiations for a third round of the Global System of Trade Preferences; to formulate a programme of work for the G77 Chamber of Commerce; to convene a Ministerial Meeting on Transit Transport Co-operation in 2003; and organise a business forum and a South-South trade and investment fair in 2002. The fourth section on North-South relations outlined a comprehensive set of negotiating goals, but only took one minor step to consider how the South might negotiate more successfully.


	The final section was on institutional follow-up. After more than three decades of debate since the idea of a secretariat for developing countries was first proposed at the Third Non-Aligned summit in 1970, the Havana South Summit finally decided to upgrade the Office of the Chairman of the G77 in New York to “a compact executive secretariat”. Each member country was asked to contribute an annual sum of US$5,000. There was also an appeal for a voluntary fund of at least $10 million to assist implementation and follow-up. In contrast to the trivial level of resources requested from members, heavy demands were made upon the Chairman of the G77 to give life to the Programme of Action.


	Relations between the developing countries and the industrialised countries underwent substantial improvement during the year. The NAM had held various ad hoc meetings with the G8 in the past. Immediately prior to the Okinawa G8 summit in July 2000, this was extended for the first time, by holding a full series of parallel meetings: a preparatory meeting of senior officials, a ministerial meeting of the NAM Troika, the G77 Chair and G8 ministers, and then the first summit-level dialogue. In Tokyo on 20 July, President Obasanjo of Nigeria, Chair of the G77, President Mbeki of South Africa, Chair of the NAM, President Bouteflika of Algeria, Chair of the OAU, and Prime Minister Chuan of Thailand, Chair of ASEAN, held a general discussion on debt and development with the G8 leaders, followed by a specialist exchanges on information technology, on infectious diseases and on human resources. In reporting back to the NAM in New York, the South Africans were pleased to assert that “for the first time the G8 Summit focused on the agenda of the South”.


	The Dominican Republic was welcomed as a member of the NAM by the Cartagena Conference, following the endorsement of its application the previous September in New York. This brought the total to 115 members. The G77 remained unchanged with 132 members plus China. The government of Iran took over the Chair of the G77 from the Nigerians at the end of the year.
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