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Note on the preliminary materials:


Group of 77 (G-77): 


Chairman for 2005 Prime Minister Percival J Patterson, Jamaica 


Unfortunately there was a mistake last year on the above point. The Chair for 2004 was Qatar and Jamaica did not take over until the end of the year. However, the text at the end of the chapter was correct. 





The main meeting of developing countries in 2005 was the second South Summit of the Group of Seventy-Seven, in Doha, Qatar, 14-16 June. The Indonesian government hosted celebrations to honour the fiftieth anniversary of the Bandung Asian-African Conference, 22-24 April. The Non-Aligned Movement held a Ministerial Meeting on the Advancement of Women, in Putrajaya, Malaysia, 7-10 May, and the Sixth Conference of Ministers of Information, in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 19-22 November. There were also the annual meetings of the G77 and the Non-Aligned in New York at the United Nations, in September.


	The summit in Doha was similar to the first summit held in Havana, in only achieving a low level of attendance (see AR 2000, p. 394). It adopted a Doha Plan of Action, which was modelled on the Havana Programme, mainly endorsing general aspirations for South-South co�operation, rather than specific practical proposals. The reason for the failure to make progress in the intervening five years was evident in the failure of the follow-up committee to meet annually, the lack of mechanisms to implement potentially useful proposals and the failure of members to provide the minuscule levels of funding requested to sustain a G77 Secretariat in New York. Despite the frank acknowledgement of these problems in the final section of the Doha Plan, there was no reason to suppose a working group established “to study possible ways and means to strengthen the G77 and its Secretariat ... as well as innovative approaches to address resource and personnel requirements” would generate the necessary political will to support the planned activities. In contrast to this pessimistic assessment of the G77 as an institution, a UN report (document A/60/257, 16 August 2005) pointed to the rapid growth in South-South trade, increased levels of regional co�operation, the growth of developing country TNCs and the vitality of NGO networking.


	The Bandung celebrations resulted in the declaration of a New Asian-African Strategic Partnership (NAASP), to promote political solidarity, economic co�operation and socio-cultural relations between the two continents. This was to be institutionalised through a summit every four years and a ministerial meeting every two years. However, it was difficult to see what this might add to the existing work of the G77.


	The Putrajaya meeting was attended by 74 of the 114 members of the NAM and it endorsed a wide-ranging Programme of Action, containing 111 proposals on poverty eradication, political participation, education, health, disasters and gender mainstreaming. The Programme was surprisingly radical in its call for gender equity, but most proposals were relatively general and would require significant economic resources that were unlikely to become available. All the proposals were recommendations to member governments and none required any action by the Movement collectively. The most specific proposals were for increased participation of women in all private sector and public bodies, including a minimum of thirty per cent in the legislatures. The declaration ended by welcoming the Malaysian proposal to establish a NAM Centre on Gender and Development and recommending further ministerial meetings every two years. 


	The NAM Ministers of Information were meeting nine years after their previous conference and five years after it had been agreed that they should meet again. Work in this field had declined after the vigorous leadership provided by the Yugoslavs had been lost, when they were expelled from the Movement in 1992. The conference noted that the Non-Aligned News Agency Pool had been inactive due to declining support from member countries. It was agreed to accept the Malaysian offer to replace the pool with a new mechanism, in the form of a Internet-based news network, to be managed by the Bernama news agency.


	During the South Summit, the NAM ministers met on the sidelines to adopt a declaration on preparations for the September UN summit. They expressed fears that UN reform would not be agreed in a manner that was “inclusive, open-ended and transparent”. The Movement was not able to adopt a collective position on increasing the size of the Security Council nor on whether to create a Human Rights Council. The declaration was hostile to the concept of a “responsibility to protect” people suffering from violent oppression by their own government and rejected corresponding expansion of the authority of the UN Security Council. However, three months later in New York, many of the Non-Aligned, notably African members, actively supported giving the Security Council the right to authorise the use of force against governments who were unwilling or unable to prevent gross violations of human rights. Only Venezuela, Cuba and Belarus voiced their objections on this question, when the summit’s Outcome Document was adopted.


	Throughout the year, UN reform dominated the work of the Non-Aligned in New York, to the point of limiting their initiatives on other questions. It was quite exceptional that the NAM ministers in September did no more than review the outcome of the reform debate. Normal activities on behalf of the Palestinians were at a low level, until after the UN summit. However, the Malaysian foreign minister did attend in July, on behalf of the NAM, an event in Ramallah to commemorate the International Court ruling on the illegality of the Israeli Wall in Palestine (see AR 2004, p. 387). The NAM Troika (the foreign ministers of Malaysia, South Africa and Cuba) visited Teheran in November and made a qualified statement of support to the Iranians in their dispute with the USA over the processing of nuclear fuel. This was balanced by endorsing the work of the IAEA, the EU and the Russians to ensure Iran did not develop nuclear weapons.


	At the end of 2005, Jamaica handed the Chair of the Group of 77 to South Africa for 2006. There was no change in the membership of either the NAM or the G77 in 2005. While Prime Minister Blair, failed to invite either the Malaysians or the Jamaicans, as leaders of the NAM and the G77, to the annual G8 summit in Scotland, seven African, two Latin American and two Asian heads of government attended and the event was dominated by development questions.
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