Division of the 189 members of the United Nations into Regional Groups


African Group - now 53 members


Algeria; Angola; Benin; Botswana; Burkina Faso; Burundi; Cameroon; Cape Verde; Central African Republic; Chad; Comoros; Congo; Congo Democratic Republic (Zaire); Côte d'Ivoire; Djibouti; Egypt; Equatorial Guinea; Eritrea; Ethiopia; Gabon; Gambia; Ghana; Guinea; Guinea Bissau; Kenya; Lesotho; Liberia; Libya; Madagascar; Malawi; Mali; Mauritania; Mauritius; Morocco; Mozambique; Namibia; Niger; Nigeria; Rwanda; Sao Tome and Principe; Senegal; Seychelles; Sierra Leone; Somalia; .South Africa (since June 1994); Sudan; Swaziland; Tanzania; Togo; Tunisia; Uganda; Zambia and Zimbabwe.


Asian Group - now 54 members


Afghanistan; Bahrain; Bangladesh; Bhutan; Brunei Darussalam; Cambodia; Cyprus; Fiji; India; Indonesia; Iran; Iraq; Japan; Jordan; Kazakhstan; Kuwait; Kyrgyzstan; Laos; Lebanon; Malaysia; Maldives; Marshall Islands; Micronesia; Mongolia; Myanmar (Burma); Nepal; North Korea; Oman; Pakistan; Palau; Papua New Guinea; Philippines; Qatar; Saudi Arabia; Singapore; Solomons; South Korea; Sri Lanka; Syria; Tajikistan; Thailand; Turkey; Turkmenistan; United Arab Emirates; Uzbekistan; Vanuatu; Vietnam; Western Samoa and Yemen.  	�Kiribati, Nauru and Tonga joined on 14 Sept 1999 and Tuvalu joined on 5 September 2000.


China is a member for political purposes, but not for elections.


Eastern European Group - now 19 members


Albania; Armenia; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Czech Republic; Georgia; Hungary; Latvia; Lithuania; Moldova; Poland; Romania; Russia (taking responsibility for the USSR’s commitments); Slovakia; Ukraine and Yugoslavia.


Latin America and Caribbean Group - now 33 members


Twenty original members: Argentina; Bolivia; Brazil; Chile; Colombia; Costa Rica; Cuba; Dominican Republic; Ecuador; El Salvador; Guatemala; Haiti; Honduras; Mexico; Nicaragua; Panama; Paraguay; Peru; Uruguay; Venezuela.


Thirteen Caribbean members: Antigua and Barbuda; Bahamas; Barbados; Belize; Dominica; Grenada; Guyana; Jamaica; St Christopher and Nevis; St Lucia; St Vincent and the Grenadines; Surinam; Trinidad and Tobago.


Western European and Others Group - now 28 members


Andorra; Australia; Austria; Belgium; Canada; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia; France; German Federal Republic; Greece; Iceland; Ireland; Italy; Liechtenstein; Luxembourg; Malta; Monaco; Netherlands; New Zealand; Norway; Portugal; San Marino; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden and United Kingdom.


Not in any group - 2 UN members


Israel, USA may join some political discussions in WEOG, but are not in any electoral group.


Countries not in the UN but members of at least one specialised agency


Cook Islands;  Holy See (the official name of the Vatican City); Netherlands Antilles (a constituent part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands); Switzerland.


Other diplomatic actors


Palestine (Palestine Liberation Organisation); Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic (Polisario); Niue; Montserrat (a British colony).


 Other units claiming to be states, but not recognised


The Republic of China (known as Taiwan); The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.





Notes


From 1945 until the end of the Cold War, the Soviet Union had three seats in the UN. The USSR was a full member, but so also were Byelorussia and Ukraine, two of the fifteen constituent republics of the Soviet Union. Their only diplomatic activity was within the UN system. In September 1991 the three Baltic states joined the UN. On 24 December 1991 President Yeltsin informed the UN that the Russian Federation was assuming all the international obligations of the USSR, with the support of the other eleven members of the Commonwealth of Independent States. The nine remaining former Soviet republics, not already in the UN, joined in 1992. (Georgia was delayed because of its civil war.) The fifteen former republics of the USSR are given in italics in the list.


	 On 25 October 1971, Resolution 2758(XXVI) replaced the Nationalist Chinese representatives from Taiwan with those of the People's Republic of China. 


	 Czechoslovakia was founder member of the UN in 1945, but ceased to exist on 1 January 1993, when the federation's two constituent regions became independent republics. They immediately applied to join the UN and became members on 19 January 1993.


	Yugoslavia was a founder member of the UN in 1945. In 1991 Slovenia and Croatia declared their independence, but were not recognised initially. In December 1991, the European Community agreed to recognise as independent states any of the former Yugoslav republics that respected human rights. After the secession of Bosnia, Croatia, Macedonia and Slovenia, the authorities in Belgrade tried to claim that they were the successor state to the old Yugoslavia. On 22 September 1992 by Resolution 47/1, with 127 votes in favour, 6 against, 26 abstentions and 19 absent, the General Assembly asserted that "the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) cannot continue automatically the membership of the former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in the United Nations and therefore decides the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) should apply for membership in the United Nations and that it shall not participate in the work of the General Assembly". Despite this Resolution, Yugoslavia is still counted as one of the UN's members in official UN documents. 


	On 22 May 1990 North and South Yemen merged and have since been represented in the UN as a single member, Yemen. 


	The Federal Republic of Germany (Bundesrepublik Deutschland, known as West Germany) was formed when the Basic Law was adopted on 23 May 1949 and the governmental institutions constituted in September 1949. The German Democratic Republic (Deutsche Demokratische Republik, known as East Germany) was proclaimed on 7 October 1949. Under a treaty signed on 8 November 1972, the two Germanys recognised each other. Britain and France also recognised the DDR in February 1973. As a result of these changes, the FRG and the DDR joined the UN on 18 September 1973. Under the Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe in Helsinki in 1975, all the countries of Europe recognised the post-war boundaries of Germany, Poland and Czechoslovakia. Following the end of the Cold War, the East German lander joined the Bundesrepublik on 3 October 1990 and the new united country simply took the name Germany in the UN. 


	The Democratic People's Republic of Korea (known as North Korea) and the Republic of Korea (known as South Korea) both applied to join the UN in the 1950s but did not gain admission until the end of the Cold War. 





(  Peter Willetts, 2002. 	�This document is subject to copyleft. It may be freely used and reproduced for any purposes, provided that the author and the website, www.staff.city.ac.uk/p.willetts/UN/UN-GRPS.DOC are cited.





